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Noms. XCVIL 


The Prompter. 





Hei! Mihi! Quod Nullis Amor eff MepicaBixis herbis ! 


Love, is the fole Diforder of the Mind, 
For which, in Art, no Remedy we find. 


¢ 


Ovip. 





TuESDAY, OCTOBER I4. 1739. 





To the PROMPT ER. 


Od. 10, 1739. 
Pancenitie TED HAVE obferv’'d with Plea- 
be, g12sy {ure, in fome of your Papers, 
* memati e a great Tendernels in treating 
fifths che Weakneffes of human Na- 
(fee cure. Others, that have gone 
~~ before you, have contented 
eee themfelves with offering the 

Fas 7 dry Help of Reafon towa 

© curing an afflicted Mind, and, if the Patient did 
¢ not {wallow the Remedy offer’d, have crueliy left 
¢ him to his Diforder, and thought all further Care 
© fuperfluous. Such Phyficians may under{tand the 
© Cure of a Difeafe, that affects the Mind, but 
¢ having no Notion of the Izcapacity under which 
“ the Mind lies, to receive the powerful Druc of 
© Reafon, if UNPREPARED, feldom fucceed. Per- 
© fons in Affliétion love to fee the Relation of their 
“ Grief move others with Compaffion for them. 
© A crude Monition fhall prove ineffectual, while the 
¢ fame Advice, only accompany’d with Concern and 
“ Tendernefs, fhall fteal into the Soul, and joften 
© the Anguifh of it. How often have I experienced 
© the Truth of this, in the Courfe of a very fhort 
“ Life, whofe Meafure, to my Sorrow, is not yet 
€ filled up! I fay to my Sorrow, for my Affliction, 
€ tho? Common, is of fucha Nature, that the more 
“ | ftrive againft it, the more I feel its Weight. After 
© this, I need not fay, ’tis Death that has feparated 
“ the only Perfon from me, that made Life a State 
© of Happinefs. Other Evils attending human Affairs 
® may END, and are therefore not INCURABLE, but 
“ Death can never reftore the Perfon it has once 
“ taken. Oh! Mr. Promprer! how many mor- 
“ tifying Reflections in the Thoughts of an eternal 
“ Separation: ! How can one FLy from it! How 
“"BEAR it! When one has built one’s Happinefs on 
* the Society of one Perfon, and fo ufed one’s felf to 
it, that it becomes a fecond Nature, What Philo- 

* fophy can fupport the utter Deftruction of it! 
How little do we know the Fate that hangs over us! 

* How little forefee, in the gayeft Scenes of Life, 
“A (happy in the Company of what we love) that,a 
“ Time may come, when the Reflecting on thofe 
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cc 


very Delights, that made us then fo gay, will em- 
bitter Life, more than they ever charm/’d it, and 
“* entail Mifery on the wretched Survivor ! Such, Mr. 
*¢ PROoMPTER, is my unhappy Situation! Such the 
“¢ State of my diftraéted Mind! If it can admit of 
“ no ue What Philofophy, what Reafow, can 
* dare to advife a Continuance of a Being, to which 
“ Wrerchednefs mutt henceforward be infeparably 
“ attach’d! \ do not write to you, in hopes of your 
“ adminiftering any Cure to my Grief. That would 
** be as impofible, as to bring back to Life the inno- 

cent and much-regretted Author of my prefent 
“ Difquiets. I writeto vent my Sorrows, and by that, 
“ to give a Moment’s Sufpention, if poffible, to a 
** Mind, thro’ hard Neceffity now INURED and re- 
“* folved, to cherifh its ParricuLarR Misery, as 
““ MORE DEAR, than any ONCE-PossIBLE, and 
“ TASTED Scheme of Lefer Happiness. 


PERDITA. 


Man enters into Being, under cERTAIN Cons 
DITIONS annex’d to his human Nature. His firft 
Enquiry, when Reafon unfolds itfelf, and grows to 
Maturity, fhould be, wHAT THOSE CoNDITIONS 
ARE, fince Reflection will foon convince him, that 
a proper Conception and Obfervance of them, mutt 
form the Bafis of sucH Happiness, as his Nature 
will admit of. 


The Conditions annex’d to Life, by which Hap- 
pinefs is convey’d to Man, are, primarily, and in ge- 
neral, Health of Body, the Ufe of Reafox, and fhe 
Gratification of the Paffions. 


THESE fundamentally adminifter Happinefs to Man; 
The leffer Branches of it, fuch as Eafe of Fortune, 
Exemption from Labour, and the Pleafures of Society, 
are adventitious Acceffions to FeLiciry, but not 
Conftituents of Ir. 


ONE of the Conditions annex’d to Life, is Love. 
A Gratification of that Paffion, is one Branch of 


human Felicity; but a Difappoinynent ought not to 
entail Mifery, 


PERDITA’s 












_ Peronrra’s Cafe, as fhe obferves, is common. And 
fo is Death ; but Death, fhe’ll tell me, is not for 
that Reafon lefs formidable. True ; but to live 
awretchedly, becaufe Death is a Condition annex’d to 
Life, flies in the Face of Common Senfe and Reafon. 


OnE particular Condition annex’d to Love, is a 
Pofibility of being deprived of the Object of our 
Paffion. This every Perfon, that engages in an Affair 
of Love, muft look upon as an Event out of his 
Power to prevent. To expect an Exemption from 
THis CoNDITION, is no more abfurd, than to ex- 

& NoT To DIE. The Paffion of Love then mutt 
a“ enter’d upon, as Life is, with its infeparable Con- 
ditions. 


Jr Reafon is not a meer Chimera, but fomething 
veal in the human Compofition, and DESIGNED TO 
BE OF Use, it is no Abfurdity to fuppofe every 
Perfon urder a Neceffity of employing it, i /uach 
Emergencies, as Life, in its Courfe, throws in our 


Way. 


A MinisTER removed ; a General difplaced ; a 
Monarch deprived of his Crown, — in high Life ; — 
and in lower, — A Merchant, a Bankrupt; a Wife, 
unfaithful ; a Son, profligate ; are all in the Courfe 
of human Events, are fo many Conditions annex’d to 
Life, and PROPER EMERGENCIES FOR THE 
EXERTION OF Reason. In the Calms of Life, 
Reafon, like a Pilot in a fmooth Sea and conftant 
Wind, may fleep at the Helm. The Faculty, as it 
is to influence our Conduét, has THEN no EmpLoy ; 
but in the Cafes above-mentioned, calls aloud for 
Orrice. Inftead therefore of fighing in his EMPTY 
Apartments, and confidering with Grief, its late FULL- 
NEss, the Minifter fhould,; by the Help of Reafon, 
recollect he accepted and entered upon the high De- 
legation, under that very Condition of laying it down 
again, or having it taken from him. ‘The General, 

at ufed to command over Thoufands, fhould con- 
fider, that Man is not born to command Man, and 
that rhe Staff can neither give nor take away /folid, 
natural Happinefs ; no more than the Crown, forcibly 
torne from the Monarch’s Head, the Privilege, Kings, 
like common Men are born to, of being -happy, if 
they pleafe, independent of exterior Things. Be- 
fides, Hiftory records thofe who voluntarily have de- 
prived hantire of that, on which Happine/s is by 
fome made fo pofitively to depend.. Marcus Curio, 
who had triumph’d three times, laid down the Geze- 
raPs Starr as often, and return’d to dig and manure 
his own little Lands; in which he had the famous 
Marcus Cato for Imitator; Sylla, the Dictator, in 
the Plenitude of Power, and having no Rival to op- 
pofé him, gave = the fupreme Command, and be- 
came a private Man. Examples are to be found in 
more modern Hiftory of like Behaviour ; but this is 
fufficient to fhew, that exterior Things do not con- 
. vey to the Right Thinker either Happine/s, or Mifery, 
and only affume the Power of either, as Reafon more 
or lefs guides and influences, or as the Mind has ac- 
cuftomed itfelf to a particular Habit of Thinking. 


In the Cafe of the tenderer Paffions ’tis ftill the 
fame. 


INsTEAD of reflecting on the Scheme of Happi- 
ne{s Perdita had formed to herfelf, in the Society of 
the Perfon fhe is now depriv’d of, the fhould ufe her 
Mind to reflect, that it was an Abfurdity to expect, 


fhe fhould be particularly exempt from the Condition 
that circumfcribes every Body. What Woman that 
marries, can promife to herlelf an Immortality for 
her Husband? Does fhe not accept him under the 
Condition of a Poffibility of lofing him every Day ? 
Should fhe not therefore be perpecually prepared for 
an Event, fhe cannot call unexpected, come when it 
will? Should fhe fhut out the many other Inlets to 
Happinefs Nature has fo bountifully framed in her, 


and fruftrate her Defign, by fo narrow a Contrac. ° 


tion ? Should fhe not rather meafure the Nature and 
Extent of particular Happinefs, by That of the very 
Thing on which fhe builds rr ? Should fhe not there. 
fore sEE Mortality, as well as Happinefs, in a Hut 
band ? But, fays Perdita, Who can bear the Thoughts 
of an eternal Separation ¢ She who did not promife to 
herfelf an eternal Union. Who can bear the total 
Deftruction of that, on which fhe built her Happi- 
nefs? She that built it, CONDITIONALLY. Who 
could forefee that prefent Happinefs would, in Time 
to come, be the Wormwood of Life? She thaz 
reflected, beforeypbe Time of bearing it came. Who 


would continue @ Being, to which henceforward Mi-. 


fery muft be infeparably attached ? She that by Rew 
flection, can feparate Misery from CrRCUMSTANCE, 
But who is ‘That Perfon? Not fhe,. that thro’ hard 
Neceffity inures ber Mind to cherifb its particular 
Mifery, as more dear, than any once-poffible and 
tafted-Scheme of leffer Happinefs. 


PERDITA may fay, ’Tis eafy to talk of Griefs un- 
felt, arid lay down Rules for Conduét. I can only 
repeat, that if Reafon is not a meer Chimera, but 
real, and both defign’d to be of U/e, and given for 
that Purpofe, it is not impoffible by ufing it, to di- 
minifh by Degrees, if not to conquer Grief. It isa 
great Mind that can learn to fupport Misfortune, 
and the nobleft Trial of THat, which does moft 
Honour to human Nature, which acquires a Cha- 
ra€ter of Dignity from fuch Fortitude. Don’t Steel 
the Heart, by too favage Philofophy, againft the Im- 
preflions of Humanity, but learn to bear them. With 
Macduff, Feel Griet, firft like a Manz, That done, 
Bear it like a Man. 


I sHouLD think I paid a poor Compliment to 
Perdita’s Underftanding, fhould I offer her Comfort, 
by a Reflection, that the World itfelf being a Scene, 
in which Grief and Mifery are vanpidscabie. if not 
principal Aétors, he, whom fhe mourns, is happy, 
by a out of the Power of being affected by 
them. I would rather advife her to call up and exert 
the he Powers, which every Thinking Mind has 
in itfelf. 


To conclude in the Words of Epictetus, and 
fhew Perdita that the Height of Philofophy is no 
more than what fhe is capable of, I fhall prefent her 
with his fhort Sketch of the compleat Philofopher. 


It is to have, — 


Destre free from D1sAPPOINTMENT,—Refu/é!, 
not fubject to Change, — AffeHion fitting, — Refo 
lution adhered to, — Affent weigh'd. 


r t s 





Errata. Inthe Prompter, N° 94. in Art. 4, fo 
Lucre, read Sacre. 
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